Morna Simpson
Standing for House of Clergy
General Synod
Nominated by:
The Rev’d Michelle Cotton | Vicar of
Wellingborough St Andrew & St Barnabas
The Rev’d Gillian Gamble | Priest in Charge of
Geddington with Weekley

About me:
I am Rector of the Bene ce of Yardley Hastings with
Denton and Grendon with Castle Ashby and Whiston in the Wellingborough Deanery. I have been
in the Diocese in this role for a year now, having previously served as Assistant Curate in both city
centre and estate settings in the Diocese of Leicester. Since joining the diocese I have been
elected to Diocesan Synod and have been invited to become a Bishops’ Advisor. My rst degree
was in European Politics and Culture at the University of Central Lancashire. More recently I have
completed my MA in Theology, Ministry and Mission with Church Mission Society. I was ordained
in 2017 after training at Ripon College Cuddesdon, where I served as President of the Common
Room. Prior to this I taught Secondary Religious Studies in Derbyshire. I am in a civil partnership
with Becky; we have two cats and a tortoise named Mother Julian of Norwich. I am a keen
photographer, regularly running contemplative photography prayer retreats. My other passions
include spoken word and walking.

Why vote for me? (inspired by Micah 6:8)

Do Justly
As a member of the LGBT+ community, and as a woman, I understand what it feels like to be
marginalised. Living in Japan for four years also gave me rst-hand experience of
‘gaijin’ (outsider) status. I am aware that there are sections of our society which are inadequately
represented within General Synod and I would advocate for all voices to be heard. I am deeply
committed to a Church which challenges injustice, including the sexism, racism and disablism
which persists within and outside of our churches. My experience includes delivering training on
inclusion in Christian contexts and advocating for asylum seekers. I am prayerfully contemplative
and discerning, always seeking to listen rst.

Love Mercy
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I passionately seek to be part of a Church which welcomes all to God’s Table. I am enthusiastic
about our mission and continue to pray for a Church which is known to be inclusive and rejoices
in all God’s children, regardless of gender, disability, ethnicity, socio-economic status, mental
health or sexuality. I believe we are all created uniquely and wonderfully in the image of God, yet
human barriers prevent many from ourishing. I have witnessed this rst-hand in my ministry
within a food bank, prison chaplaincy and amongst LGBT+ people, as well as among those
experiencing trauma and mental ill-health. I am a rm advocate of ensuring that practices
adopted to remain connected during lockdown are built upon in order that those who cannot
access services physically are not left behind by our Church.

I have worshipped in the Church of England for most of my life, with time in-between spent in
Methodist, Baptist and free churches. My spirituality has been shaped by charismatic evangelical,
liberal catholic and Anglo-Catholic traditions. I am part of the conference organising group for On
Fire Mission, re ecting my enthusiasm for Catholic Charismatic Renewal. This diverse experience
and respect for di erent traditions positions me well to represent members of clergy from
di erent backgrounds. As a former teacher, Head of Department and Common Room President, I
have become well practised in representing views and needs which may di er from my own. I
recognise the importance of garnering opinions from colleagues in a variety of contexts and
situations and am committed to doing so if elected to General Synod.

What I stand for: Prayer, Presence and Proclamation
PRAYER - Being people of prayer, grounded in the Daily O ce and grazing in the scriptures,

ows out into all that we do and all that we are. As people of God we are stewards of the earth.
The undeniable climate crisis is evidence of our collective human neglect and greed, which is
di cult to face. Even so, it is essential that we each play our part in reducing our emissions. I
welcome the General Synod commitment to be net-zero by 2030, whilst also recognising the
huge shift in practice that this will require. We need to support one another in nding more
sustainable ways of living which will have a more positive impact on the natural world around
us. I am committed to working together to achieve the General Synod goal by 2030.
PRESENCE - The parish is central to our Anglican identity and practice. Recent debates on the

role of stipendiary clergy have sown distrust and hurt, especially in such challenging pandemic
times. Equally, I can see the need to nd sustainable patterns of ministry; a ministry which
reaches out to all in our communities. In my own parishes I am committed to experimenting with
a mixed ecology of church as we strive to reach every corner of our communities. Holding the
current resourcing pressures in tension with an understanding of the value of the parish system,
I am keen to take part in discussions about how we, as clergy, can be liberated and enabled to
be people of prayer, presence and proclamation for such times as these.
Clergy health and wellbeing are key to the health of our parishes and, ultimately, the Church. I
welcome reform of the Clergy Discipline Measure and recognise the need for greater support of
those facing accusations. The impact of these measures on mental health is far-reaching and I
support reform which places safeguarding of all at the forefront. More widely, clergy burnout is a
serious issue which needs to be addressed with compassion and preventative action.
PROCLAMATION - I am naturally missional and have a desire to see the Church ourish. I also

recognise the importance of mission being embedded in the context of the people it seeks to
reach. We need to be imaginative and free to unlock the creative potential of those in our
communities, so that our stories of God’s love can be heard by all. I support local initiatives and
expressions of church, however small they begin. I would like to see more equal support for
such grass-roots mission across all of our churches, regardless of geography or tradition.

Thank you so much for taking the time to read my Electoral Address. I hope you will consider
voting for me to represent you and your views, as well as those of the Diocese of Peterborough in
the House of Clergy at General Synod. If you would like to speak with me further on any issues
raised here, please do be in touch.
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The Rev’d Morna Simpson | tel: 01604 319902 | email: revmorna@gmail.com
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Walk Humbly

